Surrey Association of Woodturners

Newsletter January 2007

Reports, News and Views from North West Surr

New Members

Donald Bell Joy Bell

Bob Jenkins lan Lawson
George Nichols Chris Hinsley
Steve Lait

Paid up Membership — 90

Iltems for the Diary

Friday 9" February Julie Heryet

9™ 10" 11™ February Alexandra Pal.
Friday 9" March Practical
Friday 13" April Club Turner

Did you know that ?

The Patron Saint of Wood turners is Saint
Catharine.

December Meeting —
Christmas Special

When | arrived there was a lot of activity
erecting and positioning tables under Paul's
direction. Order soon came to this chaos as
the demonstrator set themselves up.

Ray Taylor was using the Poolewood to
make a bowl and had a large audience all
evening. All the other demonstrators were
using small Axminster or Carbatec lathes.
Paul was making mince pies in oak which
looked very authentic especially when in a
foil container. Next working clockwise
around the room was Ben making a hollow
form. In the corner was our “on call” doctor,

Brian Wooldridge, this month dispensing
advice to his stream of patients.

John Sherwood was making miniature bird
boxes and angels. Jennie was making
small thin walled bowls which she would
later decorate with her pierced patterns.
Further along Mike Morley was using
Colin’s small lathe to make spinning tops.
In the corner was Geoff with the sales
table, next to whom was Brian Rogers
making toadstools.

The last demonstrator was Mick Pither

making timbers

eggs from various




Tea and Coffee were dispensed by Sylvia
with help from Philippa. Mince pies were on
offer for a donation to our chosen charity,
The Beacon Centre. The charity theme was
continued in the centre of the hall where
Richard as well as running his table was
looking after the pile of wood on offer for a
small donation.

Roger the Executor of Vic Burge’s estate
had given me a bag of wood turning
accessories to dispose of. These were
offered to the members for more donations.
Roger had also given me three boxes of
Vic’'s smaller turned items which were
added to those donated by members for
sale by the Beacon Centre.

| don’t know yet how much was raised but |
saw lots of notes being put in the collecting
box.

TOP TIP

If you want a small pot to keep your
sanding sealer in why not use an old
emulsion sample pot. This has a small
brush fixed in the lid.

January Meeting - AGM

Jennie opened the meeting and we dealt
with last year's minutes and matters
arising.

She then gave her report listing all the
activities we had witnessed in the hall and
demonstrated at outside events had
demonstrating at outside events. She was
able to report that the Christmas collection
for the Beacon Centre had raised £148.48.
She thanked those members retiring from

the Committee for all their hard work, Basil
as Treasurer, Margaret & Phil for the raffle
and outings and Mel for his work organising
the Open Day at Oak Farm School and
sorting out some of the electrical
equipment.
Basil gave his apologies but had to attend
another event with his wife, so | read his
report. He was pleased that the accounts
showed a healthy profit of £2,013.
compared to last years loss of £870.
Reasons for this were the successful
Open Day, a reduction in the cost of the
newsletter as a result of the change in
postage and cheaper demonstrations.
We then discussed the rate of subscription
for the coming year. By a narrow majority it
was decided that the fee should be raised
to £22.00 and not £21.00 as originally
proposed.
The election of the Committee was more a
qguestion of confirming the volunteers in
their new posts. Colin Spain as Chairman,
Richard Davies as Secretary, myself, Peter
as Treasurer and Jennie Starbuck to
automatically become Vice President. Paul
would no longer be Vice President but
would continue as a Committee member as
would Jennie, Ray, and Roy. Four new
members were elected, Pete Evans, Nell
Lofthouse John Sherwood and Nick Smith.
Bill Thackeray kindly volunteered to take
over the job of Postman from me, sending
out the newsletters.
After tea we were entertained by a
demonstration from Colin with commentary
from Paul. The committee had discussed
ways to encourage members who were
happy to demonstrate at events such as
Rural Life, to work in front of a larger
audience. This evening was to be an
experiment limiting the ordeal to only an
hour or so.
Colin had given Paul his CV to give him
something to talk about. Colin will be 60
next month, is house husband to his wife
Gill , two sons in their twenties and a large
dog, Bracken. He started turning when as a
model boat builder, he needed some
fittings for the four foot long MTB he was
building.



When completed this weighed 2 stone! He
now works in a purpose built chalet style
shed known as "The OIld Manky
Workshop”. Besides the Carbatec bought
on E Bay that he was using this evening he
has a Record CL3 which has been
upgraded to a CL4. His website is
Spinwood.com. He enjoys making hollow
forms.

The Carbatec was mounted on his modified
Stanley Workbench. A piece of Cherry was
mounted between centres The intention
was to make a beehive shaped box with a
brass hinged lid. He had one already made
to show us together with a plain hinged box
made of alternative ivory. When the
cylinder was smooth the sizes of the top
and bottom were marked and spigots cut at
each end after cutting off the waste wood.
A saw was also used to separate top and
bottom. Using a parting tool would have
created a larger gap and caused the grain
not to match.

A lip was cut for the brass hinge before he
tried to drill out the inside with a forstner bit.
However the motor was not strong enough.
So Colin resorted to using a small twist drill
bit to drill to the correct depth before
opening out using a long handled hollowing
tool. The hollowing was finished with a
scraper after the wall thickness had been
reduced to the width of the hinge. A coat of
sanding sealer would have hardened the
wood and reduced the chance of tear out in
the next process The grooves to decorate
the outside were made using a fluted
parting tool.

To make the lid, this was mounted in the
jaws using the spigot. A lip was cut for the
hinge and the inside shaped. The piece
was reversed in the chuck and held on the

lip. Time then caught up with us and Colin
explained that the dome shape would the
turned and the grooved decoration applied.
An entertaining demonstration.

AGM
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